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April 28, 2021  

Dear Mount Si Lutheran Church, 

This past year has been filled with unforeseen challenges but also new ways to connect with each other. 

Even through the hardest times, our community has found ways to connect and provide support. With 

the warmer weather approaching, and the county being in a phase of less restrictions, we will be 

offering in-person Outdoor gathering starting Pentecost Sunday, May 23, 2021 – 10am.  

Please review the following requirements we must follow to offer this form of fellowship.  

What will in-person gathering look like?  

Worship will take place in-person on May 23, 2021 at 10:00 AM outside on the church grounds. A team 

is determining the best location. You will be directed to parking and seating once you arrive.  Please 

arrive by 9:45 AM so the ushers can seat you in time for the start of the service. 

1. You will need to wear a mask and bring your own seating (and an umbrella if it is raining!). 

Folding chairs from the fellowship hall will be provided to anyone who needs them. 

2. You will need to check in with an usher prior to taking your seat. The Usher will take an 

attestation (statement) from you, stating you are not exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms, you are 

not awaiting test results, and that you have not knowingly been exposed in the past 2 weeks.  

3. An usher will then guide you to a space that has been measured to be at least 6 feet away from 

other worshipers and leaders.   

4. Music will be instrumental, soloist or pre-recorded. We will not yet sing together, but we will 

participate in liturgy together.   

5. Dismissal will be guided by ushers, from back to front after worship ends.  

6. If you would prefer to sit in your car due to weather or any other reason, we will provide the FM 

radio station for you to hear the service. You will be able to park your car in the grass, as 

directed by an usher.  

7. Bathroom facilities will be open in the Fellowship Hall.  

8. We ask you keep your mask on at all times, and remain 6 feet away from members outside your 

household, for the duration of your time on the church campus.  

9. Unfortunately, if worshipers are not able to follow requirements, in person worship will be 

suspended until further notice. 
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How can I participate? 

At this time, we need all attendees to sign up by the Wednesday prior to service. The purpose is to 

ensure accessible seating/parking for everyone, with adequate spacing between groups, along with 

contact tracing.  

1. Sign-up will be open from May 12 - May 19 for the May 23rd service. Service is at 10am. 

2. To sign-up, please email the reopening committee (ReopeningMSLC@gmail.com) or call/text 

Jenna Rhyne at 540-354-5724.  Please do not call the office to sign-up.  

3. Please be prepared to share how many people in your household will be attending, so that we 

can seat you together, at a proper distance from others. 

4. If you plan to worship from your vehicle, please share that information when you sign-up.  

What happens if someone in the community tests positive for COVID-19 after a gathering? 

If you test positive within 2 weeks of the service, we ask that you let us know. Your identity and any 

personal information will be kept completely confidential. We will call everyone that attended to let 

them know they should take appropriate measures, without identifying such personal information. In-

person gatherings will be suspended for 2 weeks as a precaution. 

I’m not ready to come back yet, how can I connect? 

Everyone is on a different journey with the pandemic, for many reasons, we completely support you, 

wherever you are on this journey. If you aren’t ready to be in-person, we still want to enable you to 

connect and worship with your Mt Si Lutheran community. Our goal is record in-person worship services 

and then upload to Facebook/YouTube for anyone to access. There will be more to come on our 

partnership with Sammamish Hills for virtual worship, as they are also planning to return in person soon. 

For Sunday’s where we do not have in-person worship, there will be a virtual worship option. See the 

calendar in this month’s newsletter.  

Communion 

Communion will remain as it has for the past several months. While there will not be communion in our 

in-person worship service, everyone is still invited to drive-thru communion, the first Sunday of every 

month.  

I want to come back into the fellowship hall for a small group meeting, or to prepare supplies for an 

event. How do I do this? 

Being anywhere on the church campus can feel like hugging an old friend these days. We are gradually 

encouraging small groups to come back into the fellowship hall. If you are interested, please email the 

Reopening Committee (ReopeningMSLC@gmail.com) with your initial ask. The team will provide you 

with protocol to follow for your small group gathering. Once approved, you will schedule your time with 

the church office. You will be asked to sign a log of when you entered and left the building, along with 

your contact information.  If someone else is already scheduled, you will be asked to move your time, 

rather than double book. You should not be inside any church building without already being on the 

schedule. This applies to everyone. Please schedule your time in the church with one-week advance 

notice. In special circumstances, 24-hour notice minimum is required.  
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Upcoming Dates to Remember: 

May 12 – 19 Sign-up for In-person outdoor worship on May 23, 2021. 

May 23, 2021 10:00 AM: In-person outdoor worship. 

May 30, 2021 10:00 AM: Virtual worship (no in-person worships this day). 

May 26 – June 2: Sign-up for In-person outdoor worship on June 6, 2021. 

June 6, 2021 10:00 AM: In-person outdoor worship.  

11:30 AM-12:30 PM: Drive-Thru Communion 

 

Review 

While this may feel like a lot of requirements and guidelines, we encourage you to take part of in person 

gathering when you feel comfortable. The worship planning committee is already discussing creative 

and powerful ways for us to worship and reconnect. We hope everyone feels a warm welcome to come 

together in person, even with masks and distance, as we continue to have faith in this journey, trusting 

in our Heavenly Father.  

Please direct your questions to the Reopening Committee, at this email address: 

ReopeningMSLC@gmail.com .  

Please feel free to reference the faith-based guidelines for King County, found here: 

https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/covid-19/community-faith-organizations/FAQ.aspx.  

 

In Christ, 

Mount Si Lutheran Church Reopening Committee 
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